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Industrialization and Regional Planning in Bolivia

by Dr. Wolfgang Schoop (Aachen)

When analysing the influence of the state on spatial develop-
ment and its function in the process of industrialization in
South America, Bolivia cannot be regarded as a typical case
study. The country is too small, its economy too unimportant.
Nevertheless, with respect to this example, two aspects become
obvious:

1. In Bolivia, the Indian country and landlocked state in the

Andes, industrialization is still in its infancy. Therefore,
planning decisions in this country are of particular im-
portance for the spatial development.

2. The low standard of economic and technical development has

clearly influenced the country's relations towards the more
developed neighbouring states. One can say that between

Bolivia and the industrial centres of the adjoining countries

an extreme dependence relationship has come into being, which

is a heavy burden for the industrial development of the
country.

However, in a small country like Bolivia with about 5 million
inhabitants the mechanisms of directing the distribution of
new industrial plants can be relatively clearly perceived.
Passionate discussions take place between forces favouring
either central or regional interests and the tropical low-
land town of Santa Cruz reveals itself as particular opponent
of La Paz, which is the seat of government of Bolivia. -

This leads to two key questions:
1. Should regional development planning originate from the
local basis, i.e. from the regions concerned, or should it
rather be directed by the central government?

2. Should policies relating to the location of industrial
establishments follow the general South American tendency
of concentration or should they support tendencies of
decentralization?






